
 

 
 



Indiana Professional Engineering 

Laws, Rules, and Recent Regulatory 

Changes 
Course Description 

This course provides a practical overview of the Indiana statutes and administrative 

rules governing the practice of professional engineering.  

 

The material focuses on the legal responsibilities of licensed professional engineers, 

requirements for licensure and renewal, professional conduct obligations, engineering 

seals and responsible charge, disciplinary authority of the Board, continuing education 

requirements, and significant recent regulatory developments affecting Indiana 

practitioners.  

 

The course is intended to satisfy Indiana's mandatory statutes and rules continuing 

education requirement while providing engineers with an updated understanding of 

current legal obligations and professional practice standards.  

 

Course Objectives 

Upon completion of this course, the participant should be able to: 

• Identify the primary Indiana statutes and administrative rules governing 

engineering practice.  

• Describe the authority and responsibilities of the Indiana State Board of 

Registration for Professional Engineers.  

• Explain the legal concept of responsible charge and its relationship to 

professional sealing requirements.  

• Recognize common disciplinary violations and professional conduct 

expectations.  

• Understand Indiana continuing education requirements for license renewal.  

• Identify recent statutory and regulatory developments affecting Indiana 

professional engineers.  

• Apply Indiana laws and rules to common professional practice situations.  

 

Intended Audience 

This course is intended for licensed professional engineers seeking renewal of Indiana 

licensure and for engineers pursuing a practical understanding of Indiana engineering 

laws and rules. 
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Chapter 1 - Legal Framework Governing Indiana 

Engineering Practice 
Indiana Statutes Governing Professional Engineers 

The practice of engineering in Indiana is regulated primarily through Indiana Code Title 

25, Article 31, which establishes the statutory framework for engineering licensure and 

professional regulation. These statutes define the legal authority of the state, establish 

the State Board of Registration for Professional Engineers, identify licensure 

requirements, and provide enforcement mechanisms for protecting the public. The 

statutes create the legal foundation upon which all engineering regulation within the 

state is based. 

  

Indiana law recognizes that engineering services 

have a direct impact on public health, safety, and 

welfare.  

 

As a result, the state limits the independent 

practice of engineering to individuals who have 

demonstrated the education, experience, and 

competency necessary to perform professional 

engineering services.  

 

Registration as a professional engineer serves as legal recognition that an individual 

possesses the qualifications necessary to undertake engineering responsibilities 

affecting the public.  

 

Indiana Administrative Rules 

In addition to statutory requirements, professional engineers must comply with 

administrative regulations adopted by the Indiana State Board of Registration for 

Professional Engineers. These regulations are found primarily within Title 864 of the 

Indiana Administrative Code. The administrative rules provide detailed implementation 

requirements that supplement the statutes. They address topics such as professional 

conduct, continuing education, disciplinary procedures, licensing administration, and 

professional practice standards.  

 

The relationship between statutes and rules is important for practicing engineers to 

understand. Statutes establish broad legal requirements enacted by the legislature, 

while administrative rules provide the detailed procedures and standards necessary for 

implementation and enforcement. Compliance requires attention to both sources of 

authority.  

 

Definition of the Practice of Engineering 

Indiana law defines a professional engineer as an individual possessing specialized 

knowledge of mathematical and physical sciences and engineering principles 

acquired through education and practical experience and whose qualifications are 

demonstrated through registration. The statutory definition emphasizes both technical 

competence and legal authorization to practice. 



  

The engineering profession encompasses activities involving engineering analysis, 

design, evaluation, consultation, planning, and related services requiring professional 

engineering judgment. Whenever engineering decisions affect public safety, health, 

property, or welfare, the work generally falls within the regulatory framework established 

by Indiana law.  

 

Purpose of Professional Regulation 

The purpose of engineering licensure is public protection. Indiana's regulatory 

framework is designed to ensure that engineering services affecting public welfare are 

performed by qualified individuals subject to professional accountability. The legal 

requirements imposed on engineers are intended to reduce the likelihood of 

professional negligence, incompetence, fraud, and unethical conduct.  

 

 

  



Chapter 2 - The Indiana State Board of Registration for 

Professional Engineers 
Board Structure and Authority 

The Indiana State Board of Registration for Professional Engineers serves as the 

regulatory body responsible for administering the state's engineering licensing laws.  

 

The Board operates under the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency and is granted 

authority by statute to regulate the engineering profession in the interest of protecting 

public health, safety, and welfare. The Board's authority extends to licensing, 

rulemaking, investigations, disciplinary actions, continuing education oversight, and 

interpretation of engineering practice requirements.  

 

Although the Board is often associated with licensing examinations and renewals, its 

primary purpose is public protection. Every regulatory action undertaken by the Board is 

ultimately tied to ensuring that engineering services are provided by qualified 

individuals who meet established standards of competency and professional conduct. 

This public protection mission serves as the foundation for all engineering regulation 

within Indiana.  

 

Regulatory Responsibilities 

The Board is responsible for evaluating applications for licensure, issuing professional 

engineer registrations, reviewing continuing education compliance, approving 

continuing education providers, and maintaining standards of professional practice. 

The Board also interprets and enforces Indiana engineering statutes and administrative 

rules.  

 

In practical terms, the Board serves as the official state authority that determines who 

may legally practice engineering in Indiana. Individuals who fail to meet statutory and 

regulatory requirements may be denied licensure, disciplined, or prohibited from 

practicing engineering within the state. This authority ensures consistency and 

accountability throughout the profession.  

 

Enforcement Powers 

The Board possesses investigative and enforcement authority when allegations arise 

regarding professional misconduct, negligence, fraud, incompetence, or violations of 

engineering laws and rules. Complaints may originate from clients, government 

agencies, employers, contractors, other engineers, or members of the public. 

 

When sufficient evidence exists, the Board may initiate disciplinary proceedings.  

 

Potential disciplinary actions can include reprimands, probationary conditions, fines 

where authorized by law, suspension of licensure, or revocation of registration. The 

severity of disciplinary action generally depends upon the nature of the violation, the 

degree of public risk involved, and whether the conduct reflects a pattern of 

professional misconduct.  

 



Engineers should recognize that disciplinary proceedings are not limited to technical 

errors. Violations involving dishonesty, misrepresentation, conflicts of interest, falsification 

of documents, or practicing beyond an engineer's area of competence may also result 

in Board action. Professional conduct is evaluated both from a technical and ethical 

perspective.  

 

Rulemaking Authority 

The Indiana legislature establishes statutory requirements through the Indiana Code. 

The Board is authorized to adopt administrative rules necessary to implement and 

enforce those statutes. These 

rules provide practical details 

regarding licensure procedures, 

continuing education 

requirements, professional 

conduct standards, and 

enforcement processes.  

 

Because administrative rules can 

be amended more frequently 

than statutes, practicing 

engineers should remain aware 

of regulatory developments 

issued by the Board. Changes to 

continuing education 

requirements, licensing procedures, electronic sealing practices, and disciplinary 

processes often occur through the administrative rulemaking process rather than 

through legislative action. Monitoring Board activity is therefore an important 

component of professional compliance.  

 

Practical Importance for Indiana Engineers 

Many engineers interact with the Board only during license renewal periods. However, 

Board authority extends throughout every aspect of professional practice. An 

engineer's responsibility to comply with Indiana statutes and rules exists continuously, 

regardless of whether a renewal application is pending. 

 

Understanding the Board's role helps engineers appreciate that licensure is not merely 

an administrative credential. It represents an ongoing legal obligation to maintain 

competency, exercise professional judgment responsibly, and conduct engineering 

activities in accordance with Indiana law. Failure to satisfy these obligations can have 

significant professional and legal consequences. 

 

  



Chapter 3 - Licensure, Responsible Charge, and Professional 

Practice Requirements 
Licensure Requirements 

Indiana law requires that individuals 

practicing engineering as professional 

engineers be properly licensed by the state.  

 

Licensure serves as legal recognition that an 

individual has demonstrated the education, 

examination, and experience necessary to 

perform professional engineering services.  

 

The licensing process is intended to ensure 

that engineers possess the competency 

required to make decisions affecting public 

health, safety, and welfare.  

 

The traditional pathway to licensure includes completion of an approved engineering 

education, successful completion of the Fundamentals of Engineering examination, 

acquisition of qualifying engineering experience under appropriate supervision, and 

successful completion of the Principles and Practice of Engineering examination.  

 

Indiana also provides mechanisms for licensure by comity for engineers who are 

already licensed in other jurisdictions and who meet Indiana's requirements. (in.gov) 

Licensure is not a permanent entitlement. Professional engineers must maintain their 

licenses through timely renewal and compliance with continuing education 

requirements established by Indiana law and administrative rule. 

 

Engineering Intern Certification 

Indiana recognizes Engineer Intern certification as an intermediate step toward 

professional registration. Engineer Intern status is generally granted to individuals who 

have successfully completed the Fundamentals of Engineering examination and met 

the applicable educational requirements. 

 

Engineer Intern certification does not authorize independent engineering practice. 

Rather, it signifies that an individual has completed the first major milestone toward 

professional licensure and may continue to gain qualifying engineering experience 

under appropriate supervision. Engineer Interns remain subject to limitations that reserve 

professional engineering responsibility and authority to licensed professional engineers. 

(in.gov) 

 

Responsible Charge 

One of the most important legal concepts within engineering regulation is responsible 

charge. Indiana law and professional practice standards require that engineering work 

bearing a professional engineer's seal be performed under that engineer's direct 

professional control and supervision. 

https://www.in.gov/pla/professions/engineering-home/engineering-licensing-information/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.in.gov/pla/professions/engineering-home/engineering-licensing-information/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

Responsible charge means more than merely reviewing completed documents before 

signing them. It requires active involvement in the engineering process and sufficient 

oversight to ensure that engineering decisions are based upon the professional 

judgment of the engineer assuming responsibility for the work. The engineer must 

possess enough familiarity with the project to defend the technical decisions reflected 

in the final documents. 

 

This requirement becomes especially important in large organizations where 

engineering tasks may be distributed among numerous employees, consultants, or 

subcontractors. While portions of engineering work may be delegated, the engineer 

exercising responsible charge remains accountable for the overall engineering product 

and the decisions incorporated into it. 

 

The concept of responsible charge helps prevent the unauthorized practice of 

engineering and ensures that engineering documents reflect the judgment of a 

qualified licensed professional. It also establishes a clear line of accountability when 

questions arise regarding engineering decisions or project outcomes. 

 

Engineering Seals and Professional Certification 

The professional engineer's seal serves as a formal representation that engineering 

documents have been prepared by, or under the responsible charge of, a licensed 

professional engineer. Sealing a document signifies professional responsibility for the 

technical content contained within the document. 

 

Indiana's sealing requirements apply to engineering plans, specifications, reports, 

calculations, and other professional engineering documents prepared for public or 

private use. The seal communicates to clients, contractors, regulators, and the public 

that the work has been completed under the supervision of a licensed professional 

engineer and complies with applicable professional standards. (iar.iga.in.gov) 

 

An engineer should never seal documents that were not prepared under his or her 

responsible charge. Doing so can constitute a serious violation of professional standards 

and may result in disciplinary action. Similarly, the use of another engineer's seal or 

allowing unauthorized use of one's own seal may create significant legal and 

professional liability. 

 

The increasing use of electronic document management systems has expanded the 

use of electronic seals and signatures. Engineers utilizing electronic authentication 

methods must ensure compliance with applicable Indiana requirements and maintain 

appropriate safeguards against unauthorized use. 

 

Business Practice Requirements 

Indiana law regulates the practice of engineering regardless of whether services are 

provided by an individual practitioner, partnership, corporation, limited liability 

company, or other business organization. The fact that engineering services are offered 

through a business entity does not eliminate the requirement for professional oversight 

by licensed engineers. 

https://iar.iga.in.gov/latestArticle/864/1.1?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

Engineering firms must ensure that engineering services are performed under the 

supervision of appropriately licensed professionals. Business organizations cannot 

practice engineering independently of the licensed engineers who perform and 

supervise the work. Responsibility for engineering decisions ultimately rests with the 

licensed professionals exercising responsible charge rather than with the business entity 

itself. 

 

This distinction is particularly important when business pressures, financial considerations, 

scheduling concerns, or management objectives conflict with sound engineering 

judgment. Indiana's regulatory framework consistently places the engineer's 

professional obligations above competing organizational interests whenever public 

health, safety, or welfare may be affected. 

 

Common Compliance Risks 

Several recurring compliance issues arise within professional engineering practice. One 

of the most common involves sealing documents without adequate involvement in the 

underlying engineering work. Another involves allowing unlicensed personnel to 

perform functions requiring professional engineering judgment without appropriate 

supervision. 

 

Additional compliance risks include practicing outside one's area of competence, 

failing to maintain continuing education records, providing misleading representations 

regarding qualifications, and offering engineering services without proper licensure in 

jurisdictions where work is performed. 

 

Understanding these risks helps engineers recognize that regulatory compliance 

involves more than technical proficiency. It requires ongoing attention to the legal and 

ethical responsibilities associated with professional licensure. 

 

  



Chapter 4 - Professional Conduct and Disciplinary Actions 
Professional Obligations 

Professional engineering licensure carries obligations that extend beyond technical 

competence. Indiana engineers are expected to exercise honesty, integrity, objectivity, 

and professional judgment in all aspects of practice.  

 

The public places significant trust in licensed 

engineers because engineering decisions 

frequently affect life safety, public 

infrastructure, environmental protection, 

and substantial financial investments. 

 

The legal and regulatory framework 

governing Indiana engineers reflects the 

principle that professional judgment must 

be exercised independently and 

responsibly.  

 

Engineers are expected to place public health, safety, and welfare above personal 

gain, employer preferences, client demands, or political considerations whenever 

conflicts arise.  

 

This principle serves as the foundation of professional engineering regulation throughout 

the United States and remains central to Indiana's regulatory system. (law.justia.com) 

 

Professional conduct standards apply not only to engineering calculations and designs 

but also to communications, representations of qualifications, interactions with clients, 

and business practices. Actions that undermine public confidence in the profession 

may become grounds for disciplinary review even when no technical failure has 

occurred. 

 

Misrepresentation and Fraud 

One of the most serious categories of professional misconduct involves 

misrepresentation. Engineers must accurately represent their education, experience, 

qualifications, and areas of expertise. False statements regarding licensure status, 

project experience, certifications, or technical capabilities may result in disciplinary 

action. 

 

Examples of misrepresentation include: 

• Claiming qualifications that have not been earned.  

• Misrepresenting project responsibilities or experience.  

• Falsifying continuing education records.  

• Submitting inaccurate information to regulatory agencies.  

• Altering engineering documents after sealing.  

• Misleading clients regarding the scope or quality of engineering services.  

 

https://law.justia.com/codes/indiana/title-25/article-31/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


These actions undermine the trust upon which professional licensure is based. Because 

engineering regulation relies heavily on public confidence in the competence and 

integrity of licensed professionals, fraudulent conduct is often treated as a significant 

violation regardless of whether physical harm results. 

 

Practicing Outside Areas of Competence 

Indiana engineers are expected to perform services only within areas where they 

possess the necessary education, training, and experience. Licensure as a professional 

engineer does not automatically authorize an individual to practice competently in 

every engineering discipline or specialty. 

 

The increasing complexity of engineering systems has made competency 

considerations particularly important. Modern projects often involve specialized 

technologies, advanced analytical methods, software systems, environmental 

regulations, and interdisciplinary coordination that may extend beyond an engineer's 

professional experience. 

 

Practicing outside one's area of competence can expose the public to unnecessary risk 

and may create substantial liability for the engineer. When specialized expertise is 

required, engineers should obtain additional qualified assistance, engage appropriate 

consultants, or decline work that exceeds their capabilities. 

 

Competence is not measured solely by academic credentials. It also involves 

maintaining current knowledge of evolving technologies, codes, standards, and 

industry practices relevant to the services being provided. 

 

License Discipline and Enforcement 

Indiana law grants the Board authority to investigate complaints and impose 

disciplinary measures when violations occur.  

 

Disciplinary proceedings are intended to protect the public rather than punish 

engineers. Nevertheless, the consequences can be significant and may affect an 

engineer's ability to practice. 

 

Grounds for disciplinary action may include: 

• Fraud or deceit in obtaining licensure.  

• Gross negligence or incompetence.  

• Violations of statutes or administrative rules.  

• Misconduct in professional practice.  

• Falsification of records or documents.  

• Improper use of engineering seals.  

• Unauthorized practice of engineering.  

• Failure to comply with continuing education requirements.  

• Criminal conduct that reflects adversely upon professional fitness.  

 

Depending on the circumstances, disciplinary actions may include formal reprimands, 

probation, suspension, license revocation, or other corrective measures authorized by 

law. (in.gov) 

https://www.in.gov/pla/professions/engineering-home/engineering-board/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

Lessons from Recent Enforcement Actions 

Although the specific facts of disciplinary cases vary, several recurring themes emerge 

from engineering enforcement actions across many jurisdictions, including Indiana. 

 

One common issue involves engineers sealing plans that were not prepared under their 

responsible charge. In many cases, the engineer had only limited involvement with the 

underlying work yet assumed professional responsibility through the application of a 

seal. Regulatory authorities consistently view this practice as a serious violation because 

it undermines accountability and public protection. 

 

Another recurring issue involves the failure to maintain adequate continuing education 

documentation. Engineers may complete required education activities but fail to retain 

records necessary to demonstrate compliance during an audit. Because the burden of 

proof rests upon the licensee, inadequate recordkeeping can create compliance 

problems even when educational requirements were satisfied. 

 

Enforcement actions also frequently involve practicing beyond areas of competence, 

inaccurate representations of qualifications, and failures to exercise adequate 

supervision over engineering staff. These cases illustrate that many disciplinary matters 

arise not from technical mistakes alone but from failures to comply with fundamental 

professional obligations. 

 

Risk Management Through Compliance 

The most effective way to avoid disciplinary problems is through consistent compliance 

with statutes, rules, and professional standards. Engineers should maintain current 

knowledge of Indiana requirements, document continuing education activities 

carefully, exercise appropriate supervision over delegated work, and ensure that 

sealed documents genuinely reflect their professional judgment. 

 

Compliance should not be viewed merely as a regulatory burden. Proper compliance 

practices support quality engineering services, reduce liability exposure, strengthen 

public confidence, and protect the value of professional licensure. 

 

Ultimately, the engineering license represents a public trust. Maintaining that trust 

requires both technical competence and adherence to the legal and ethical 

obligations established by Indiana law. 

 

  



Chapter 5 - Continuing Education and Recent Regulatory 

Changes 
Indiana Continuing Education Requirements 

Indiana requires licensed professional engineers to complete continuing education as a 

condition of license renewal. The purpose of these requirements is to ensure that 

engineers maintain professional competency and remain familiar with evolving 

technical practices, legal requirements, and professional obligations. Continuing 

education is referred to in Indiana as Continuing Professional Competency (CPC).  

 

Professional engineers are generally required to complete thirty hours of approved 

continuing education during each biennial renewal period. Renewal occurs on July 31 

of even-numbered years. Indiana allows all required hours to be completed through 

approved distance learning and online programs provided by approved sponsors. Up 

to fifteen hours may generally be carried forward into the next renewal cycle.  

 

Indiana's continuing education system is somewhat different from many states because  

Indiana focuses heavily on provider approval. Courses must generally be obtained from 

organizations that have been approved by the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency 

or otherwise qualify under Indiana law.  

 

Engineers should verify provider approval before relying upon a course for renewal 

credit.  

 

Indiana Statutes and Rules Requirement 

One of the most important continuing education requirements for Indiana engineers is 

the mandatory training in Indiana statutes and rules. During each renewal cycle, at 

least one hour must be devoted specifically to Indiana laws and administrative rules 

governing engineering practice. This requirement reflects the state's recognition that 

engineers must understand not only technical principles but also the legal framework 

under which they practice. 

  

Indiana also requires at least one hour of continuing education in engineering ethics 

during each renewal cycle. Together, these requirements are intended to reinforce 

professional accountability and public protection.  

 

For this reason, courses covering Indiana statutes and rules remain among the most 

relevant continuing education offerings available to Indiana engineers. Knowledge of 

current legal requirements can help prevent licensing violations, disciplinary actions, 

and professional liability exposure. 

 

Recent Changes Affecting Indiana Engineers 

For a statutes-and-rules course, the most important recent development is not a 

dramatic change in the definition of engineering practice or licensure requirements.  

 

Rather, recent years have seen Indiana continue to emphasize compliance with 

continuing education requirements, particularly the mandatory ethics and Indiana 



statutes-and-rules training components that are now specifically identified within 

renewal requirements. Engineers renewing licenses must ensure that both subject areas 

are satisfied during each renewal cycle.  

 

Recent regulatory guidance has also continued to clarify reduced continuing 

education requirements for newly licensed engineers. Engineers initially licensed during 

the first year of a biennium are generally required to obtain only fifteen hours of 

continuing education before renewal, while engineers initially licensed during the 

second year of the biennium are generally exempt from continuing education 

requirements for that renewal period.  

 

Another area of continuing importance involves electronic practice. As engineering 

firms increasingly rely upon electronic document management systems, electronic 

seals, electronic signatures, and digital project delivery methods, engineers must ensure 

that professional responsibility remains consistent with traditional responsible-charge 

requirements. While technology has changed many aspects of project delivery, the 

engineer's accountability for sealed documents has not changed. 

 

Indiana regulators have also continued to place emphasis on documentation and 

audit readiness. Engineers should maintain continuing education records, certificates of 

completion, and supporting documentation in accordance with Board requirements. 

Failure to document compliance can become a regulatory issue even when the 

educational activities themselves were completed.  

 

Emerging Compliance Considerations 

Although Indiana's core engineering statutes have remained relatively stable, several 

practice trends deserve attention from licensees. 

 

The increasing use of multidisciplinary project teams requires careful attention to 

responsible charge requirements. Engineers must ensure that delegated work remains 

appropriately supervised and that sealed documents reflect their own professional 

judgment. 

 

The widespread use of computer modeling, artificial intelligence tools, automated 

design systems, and outsourced engineering services has increased the importance of 

professional oversight. Regardless of how engineering analyses are produced, the 

licensed engineer remains responsible for the final engineering product. 

 

Remote work arrangements have also created new compliance considerations.  

 

Engineers performing services across multiple jurisdictions must ensure that they satisfy 

licensing requirements wherever engineering services are offered or provided. 

 

These developments do not fundamentally alter Indiana's statutes and rules. Instead, 

they demonstrate how longstanding legal requirements continue to apply to evolving 

engineering practices. 

 

 



Course Summary 
Indiana engineering regulation is founded upon a straightforward principle: engineering 

services affecting public health, safety, and welfare must be performed by qualified 

individuals who are accountable to the public through professional licensure. 

 

The Indiana Code and Indiana Administrative Code establish the legal framework 

governing licensure, professional conduct, responsible charge, engineering seals, 

continuing education, and disciplinary authority. The Indiana State Board of Registration 

for Professional Engineers administers and enforces these requirements on behalf of the 

public. 

 

For practicing engineers, compliance is not limited to technical competence. It 

includes maintaining licensure, completing required continuing education, exercising 

responsible charge over engineering work, practicing within areas of competence, 

accurately representing qualifications, and adhering to professional conduct 

standards. 

 

Recent regulatory developments have largely focused on continuing education 

compliance, documentation requirements, and maintaining accountability in an 

increasingly digital engineering environment.  

 

While technology and practice methods continue to evolve, the underlying 

responsibilities of Indiana professional engineers remain centered on competence, 

integrity, and protection of the public. 
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Recommended Disclaimer 
Because engineering statutes, administrative rules, licensing requirements, and 

continuing education requirements may be amended after publication, course 

participants should consult the current versions of the Indiana Code, Indiana 

Administrative Code, and Indiana Professional Licensing Agency guidance for the most 

current legal and regulatory requirements. 

 

Type x to perform a complete course evaluation for compliance with your course 

development standards, including PDH sizing, scope control, drift analysis, redundancy 

review, and marketability assessment. 
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Educational Use Only 
The content of this course is provided for educational purposes only. While every effort 

has been made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the information presented, the 

author or publisher makes no guarantees regarding the completeness or applicability 

of the information to specific professional practices. Users are advised to consult 

additional resources and exercise professional judgment when applying the knowledge 

contained in this course. 

 

 

 


